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SESSION 7 
Jeremiah 11–12 

Background: With chapter 11 we enter what has been defined by many commentators as the 
Book of Confessions, or the Book of Complaint. In this section we see not only some of 
Jeremiah’s complaints to God but also some of his acted out prophecies. In short, we get a more 
vivid picture of the man and his experiences. 

• It is odd for God to speak of having “an inheritance” (Jer 12:7, 8, 9). While the word does 
mean that (Jer 12:14, 15), when it refers to the people of Israel in relation to Yahweh, it 
means something more like “a precious heirloom.” That’s what Israel was to Yahweh. Now 
he is going to throw it in the dust. 

• Jeremiah 12:5 seems to have been spoken to Jeremiah when he was younger (cf. Jer 11:19), 
and God seems to be saying, “Oh Jeremiah, if you’re faithful, it’s going to get worse!” 

1. Obedience to the covenant—loving God and loving people—would result in blessing, 
especially residence in God’s land, but refusal to obey would result in curses (see Lev 26). 
What is Jeremiah’s message to Judah to be? Is this a case of an arbitrarily angry God? 

2. What is the primary offense here? Think about what I have said about the nature of Idolatry, 
then connect it to New Testament teaching on “the flesh.” See Colossians 3:5 and 
Ephesians 5:3.  How do they relate? 

3. Notice Jeremiah 11:14 (see also Jer 7:16 and Jer 14:11). Shouldn’t we pray persistently (see 
Luke 18:1–7)? Is this a case of the New Testament correcting the Old Testament? Why or 
why not? 

4. In the light of Jeremiah 11:18–23, think about our “getting even” and God’s vengeance (cf. 
Rom 12:19). What should our attitude be when we are treated unfairly? Why? What is the 
danger if we don’t? 

5. Contrast Jeremiah 11:1–13, which speak of Jeremiah’s mission, with the response to that 
mission in Jeremiah 11:18–12:4. What are your reflections? 
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6. Just like “inheritance” (see above) is used in a couple of ways, so are “vineyard” and “land.” 

Israel’s reward for obedience was the promised land and its vineyards. But Yahweh’s 
vineyard is Israel. Look at Jeremiah 8:10–13 and consider the poetic artistry as the Holy 
Spirit (and Jeremiah) weave back and forth between the two uses of the figure. 

7. Jeremiah 8:14–17 are simply astonishing in this context. Put them in your own words and 
think about their significance here. 
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