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SESSION 6 
Jeremiah 9–10 

Background: Remember that NIV “Lord Almighty” (Jer. 9:16) is an interpretation of the 
Hebrew “Lord of (heaven’s) Armies.” 

1. The poem seems to begin at Jeremiah 8:21 and carry across into chapter 9. How far does it 
extend and what is its main point? Notice the prophet’s mixed emotions. What are they, and 
how do we explain them? 

2. Look for a repeated concept in Jeremiah 9:3–8. What is it, and how does it relate to their 
condition? 

3. Where have we seen Jeremiah 9:9 earlier? Evidently the people are questioning Yahweh’s 
justice and faithfulness. What is he establishing? 

4. Study Jeremiah 9:12–26. Overall, what is God saying is the condition of his people?  

What is the evidence of this?  

Why is death stalking them?  

What are they boasting about (vv. 23–26), and what should they be boasting about? 
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5. Using Jeremiah 10:1–16, make a list of the reasons why it is foolish to worship idols. 

Make a similar list of the reasons why it is wise to worship Yahweh.  

Notice the verb “make, made.” What does that have to do with the issue here? Remember 
what we have talked about previously about the distinction between the Bible’s view of 
reality and that of all the rest of human thought. 

6. Consider alternate suggestions for who is speaking in Jeremiah 10:17–22. What are the 
implications of the different possibilities? 

7. The NIV labels Jeremiah 10:23–25 as Jeremiah’s prayer. Think of it as a believing Judean’s 
prayer. How does that affect our interpretation of it? 

 


	Historical Setting
	The Book
	Jeremiah’s Call (1:1–19)
	1. What does verse 5 say about fetal life? What three things are said about God in regard to Jeremiah. What is their significance?
	2. Why are Jeremiah’s youth and inexperience not important? What did God say to Moses when he raised similar objections (Ex 3–4)? Think of Isaiah’s call in Isaiah 6.
	3. What is the purpose of Jeremiah’s ministry according to verse 10? What is the inner logic at work here?
	4. What does the boiling pot (vv 13–15) symbolize?
	5. Why will judgment come upon Jerusalem and Judah (v 16)? What is so bad about that?
	Opening Charges (Chapter 2)
	1. What language is used in the chapter to characterize the kind of relationship God wants with us? Go through the chapter and find as many expressions of this idea as you can.
	2. When trouble came to them, what question did they not ask (vv 6 and 8). What is the significance of the question, and why did they not ask it?
	3. What have the people done according to verses 8–13? What is so surprising about that?
	4. What is the problem with making alliances with pagan nations (vv. 18, 25, 36)?
	5. How have Israel’s sins with gods and nations impacted the poor (v 34)? Why?
	1. What does Israel think she can do religiously speaking, as indicated in Jeremiah 3:1–5? What is the problem with this? How does the marriage metaphor apply?
	2. What effect did God hope that Israel’s destruction in 722 BC would have on the Judeans (Jer 3:6–10)? What does Jeremiah 3:16 suggest is one reason why that destruction did not have that effect? How does this relate to us?
	3. Why would God say that the Judeans were worse than the Israelites (Jer 3:11)? Again, how does this relate to us?
	4. What does Jeremiah 3:19–4:2 tell us about the heart of God?
	5. Notice that a “circumcised heart” is not a New Testament idea (Jer 4:4). What did circumcision indicate for the Jew? Why does the human heart need to be circumcised?
	6. Is God fickle (Jer 4:10) if he offers peace (Jer 3:19–4:11) and then turns around and pronounces judgment (Jer 4:5–9)?
	7. How does Jeremiah 4:18 relate to the previous question?
	8. Notice the difficulty of defining the precise subject of the statements in Jeremiah 4:18–21. Is it the people, Jeremiah, God? What does this difficulty suggest?
	9. Why do we humans persist in the characteristics described in Jeremiah 4:22?
	10. What is the “affect” of the poem in Jeremiah 4:23–29?
	11. What is the point of the contrast in Jeremiah 4:33–34?
	1. Record the contents of the two chapters in the order of their appearance. Then review the list and look for repeated themes.
	2. Look for a verse that is repeated twice in chapter 5. What does this repetition tell us about the key theme of the chapter?
	3. Why does spiritual adultery with other gods lead to dishonest dealing and lying (Jer 5:1–9)? Why would devotion to Yahweh promote honest dealing and seeking the truth?
	4. Look at Jeremiah 5:10–11 and 18–19. What do you see here that is incongruent? To understand it, look at Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13:24–30.
	5. What is the point of Jeremiah 5:20–25? What should the people have learned and why?
	6. Compare Jeremiah to the false prophets and priests (Jer 5:11–13, 14, 31; 6:10–12, 13–15,  27–30).
	7. Look at Jeremiah 6:16–20. What does God consider “the ancient ways,” and what do the people evidently consider them to be? What is the problem?
	1. What is the people’s concept of religious behavior (Jer 7:4, 10–11, 21–22)? How would that translate into our behavior?
	2. What is God’s concept of religious behavior (Jer  :5–6, 23)? How does that translate into our behavior?
	3. If the answers to questions 1 and 2 are correct, why did God command the building of the tabernacle and the offering of sacrifices (look at 1 Kings 9:1–9)?
	4. What is the point of Jeremiah 8:4–7? How is the behavior of the Judeans described?
	5. How do you think the scribes were misinterpreting the Torah (Jer 8:8).
	6. Notice the repeated word in Jeremiah 8:5 and 10? What is the significance of it here?
	7. How is proclaiming “peace, peace” to dress the wounds of the people superficially?
	8. Who are the speakers in Jeremiah 8:14–20? Why this apparent confusion? What effect does this have on us, the hearers/readers?
	1. The poem seems to begin at Jeremiah 8:21 and carry across into chapter 9. How far does it extend and what is its main point? Notice the prophet’s mixed emotions. What are they, and how do we explain them?
	2. Look for a repeated concept in Jeremiah 9:3–8. What is it, and how does it relate to their condition?
	3. Where have we seen Jeremiah 9:9 earlier? Evidently the people are questioning Yahweh’s justice and faithfulness. What is he establishing?
	4. Study Jeremiah 9:12–26. Overall, what is God saying is the condition of his people?
	5. Using Jeremiah 10:1–16, make a list of the reasons why it is foolish to worship idols.
	6. Consider alternate suggestions for who is speaking in Jeremiah 10:17–22. What are the implications of the different possibilities?
	7. The NIV labels Jeremiah 10:23–25 as Jeremiah’s prayer. Think of it as a believing Judean’s prayer. How does that affect our interpretation of it?



