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SESSION 9 
Hebrews 10:19–11:40 

1. In Hebrews 10:22–25, the author has three admonitions for the believer, each headed with 
“Let us.” What are they, why should we do them (vv. 19–21), and what does each involve? 

2. Verse 26 is the key to what follows. What kind of sin are we talking about? 

3. Verses 32–39 are intended to be affirmative after the previous warning. What are verses  
32–35 doing? 

4. What are verses 36–39 doing? Look back at Hebrews 6:9–12. 

5. The writer says that faith is living in a way that shows we believe in what cannot be seen. 
Make a list of the persons mentioned in Hebrews 11:4–31 and record how each of them lived 
lives shaped by their conviction of the certainty of invisible realities. Look especially at 
Hebrews 11:13–16. 

6. We sometimes think of faith as believing in something hard enough to make it happen, and 
verses 32–35a might suggest that, but that is not the point the writer is making. Look at 
verses 35b–40. What is faith? Look back at verses 1–2. 
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	8. In verses 9–20, the author gives two reasons why he does not think his readers will fall away. What is the reason in verses 9–12? What is the reason in verses 13–20?
	9. “Hope” appears in verses 11, 18, and 19. It not a weak word (“I hope Jim will come!”) but a strong one (“Jim said he is coming: I’m sure he will.”). It is the intellectual side of faith. Why can we be sure of our faith, according to verses 13–20?
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	2. According to verse 6, why might we think that Abraham was “greater” than Melchizedek?
	3. What is the line of argument in verses 9 and 10? What is the key point being established in verses 1–10?
	4. According to verse 11, what was the goal of the Torah, one that it could not in fact attain (see also Hebrews 7:19)? What is the significance of that statement for our understanding of the intended work of Christ. (Look back at Hebrews  2:10–11.)
	5. What argument against Jesus is he addressing in verses 11–14?
	6. In verses 15–22, what are the reasons why a priest in the order of Melchizedek is better than a priest from the order of Levi?
	7. In verses 23–25, there are two causal statements. What are they and what is their point?
	8. In verse 26–28, why is Christ’s sacrifice perpetually effective?
	Background
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	3. Look up Exodus 25:9. What does he say there about a “Heavenly Tabernacle”? What is he saying and why?
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	1. Look up Exodus 24:8. What was the point of that act there? Compare this statement with that of Jesus in Matthew 26:28. What is the point there?
	2. How many times does “blood” occur in this passage? Why is there so much emphasis on this? Notice the final statement in Hebrews 9:22. Why is this true? Compare with your answer to question 1 above.
	3. According to verses 12–14 what does Jesus’ blood do that the blood of bulls and goats cannot do?
	4. How does the writer understand the nature of the old covenant (vv. 16–20)? Why was it then necessary to seal the covenant with blood? However, in verses 21–22, he assigns a further purpose for the blood. What does it accomplish in these cases?
	5. What has Christ done (vv. 23–28)? How many times was it necessary? Why?  (cf. Heb. 7:26–28)
	6. In what ways do the Old Testament sacrifices foreshadow New Testament realities (Heb. 10:1)? Why did God command sacrifices if he was not “pleased” with them (Heb. 10:6)?
	7. Notice the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice in Hebrews 10:10, 14. In what sense are we “perfect,” and in what sense are we not? Be careful not to say less than the text says.  (Cf. Heb. 12:10, 14)
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	2. Verse 26 is the key to what follows. What kind of sin are we talking about?
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	6. We sometimes think of faith as believing in something hard enough to make it happen, and verses 32–35a might suggest that, but that is not the point the writer is making. Look at verses 35b–40. What is faith? Look back at verses 1–2.
	1. What imagery is he using in verses 1–2a? What is the significance of that image for us Christians?
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	3. If we have to endure persecution or other hardship, how should we understand it? What might be some wrong ways of viewing such things?
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	5. According to verse 15, what two things could prevent us from reaching the goal of our salvation, namely, being a godly person?
	6. How does verse 16 fit into what verses 14 and 15 are saying? How is selling your birthright on the same level as sexual immorality, or is it?
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